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United States History II Honors 
 

Course Description and Philosophy 
 
Introduction: 
 
United States History II Honors is the second year in a two-year survey of American History.  Presented in the 
junior year, it is intended to prepare students for survey courses offered at colleges and universities.  US II 
Honors begins with America’s role as a world power and follows the development of the American nation 
developing as a player on the world stage ending with the current role of the United States as a key player in 
world politics in the 21st Century.  Upon completion, students will gain an appreciation for the basic values and 
characteristics that define the American way of life and the American character.  Also students will understand 
the fundamentals of a democratic government and the historic challenges to its perpetuation and growth. 
 
 
Statement of Purpose: 
 
Unites States History II Honors is a honors level course designed to give students a thorough understanding of 
United States History.  It is a course that requires the acquisition of factual content knowledge as well an 
understanding of essential themes in American history.  These themes include: 
 

• American diversity and immigration over time 
• American involvement in foreign affairs 
• American cultural change over the span of the last century 
• economic development and change  
• geopolitical change over time 
• the impact of world ideologies 
• foreign policy in the 20th Century 
• ethical decisions which Americans have been faced with recently 
• ever changing role of technology in the lives of Americans 
• the United States and its involvement in foreign affairs in the future  
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Course Objectives: 

US II Honors strives to prepare student to master historical knowledge, analytical skills, and 21st century 
skills including: 
• understanding historical chronology 
• the use of primary and secondary sources materials for purposes of historical investigation 
• the ability to identify, analyze and evaluate historical interpretation upon major issues 
• the use of and analysis of a variety of digital and electronic media reference tools 
• an understanding of cause and effect relationships and their subsequent impact within US History 
• the importance of civil participation in the perpetuation of a democratic society 
• the interpretation and application of data from original documents, cartoons, graphs, letters etc. 
• understanding major trends in American history that have been the result of political, social, cultural and 

economic developments 
• understanding the global relationships that have developed throughout the early history of the United 

States and the impact of these upon economic, political, and military matters. 
• think creatively by using a wide range of idea creation techniques and developing &  communicating 

new ideas to others effectively 
• thinking critically by using various types of reasoning as appropriate to the situation and making 

judgments/decisions that effectively analyze and evaluate evidence, arguments, claims and beliefs 
• solving problems that identify and ask significant questions that clarify various points of view and lead 

to better solutions  
• communicate clearly by articulating thoughts and ideas effectively using oral, written and nonverbal 

communication skills in a variety of forms and contexts 
• collaborate with others in order to demonstrate the ability to work effectively and respectfully with 

diverse teams 
• access and evaluate information 
• analyze media & create media products 
• apply emerging technologies effectively  

 
Text Reference: 

 James West Davidson. The American Nation, 2001, Pearson-Prentice-Hall. Upper Saddle River, NJ 
       ABC Clio Online Databases http://www.americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Home/Default.aspx 
       HippoCampus US History videos http://history.hippocampus.org/ 
  
Written Summer 2011 
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Unit I: Progressivism and Imperialism 
Chapters 22-24 
 
Essential Questions: Why did the United States decide to become a world power at the end of the 19th century? How had America changed 
since the Reconstruction era? What social problem caused the rise of Progressivism? How did America’s role in world affairs change?
 
Objectives:  Students will: 
 

• Know the reasons behind the need for reform in the period after Reconstruction  
• Analyze presidential changes and the need for American foreign policy shifts 
• Evaluate the impact of various reform movements in the late 19th C  
• Understand what Gilded Age politics were based from 
• Why the United States shifted from isolationism 
• Understand what imperialism as an ideology was 
• Analyze the factors that helped create a shift in foreign policy 
• Understand political shortcomings in urban areas 
• Evaluate the quality of life in urban areas in the late 19th C 
• Analyze the racial and ethnic make up of the United States  
• Understand the workings of a “political machine” 
• Understand the importance of social and political reforms in the late 19th C. 

 
 
Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources* Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Rise of the Progressives 
Social problems  
Urbanization and effects 
Platform of the 
Progressives  

Quizzes, 
Chapter Test and  
Essays 

Chapter 22-American 
Nation, primary 
sources, PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work  

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.A.6.a 
6.1.12.A.5.b 

Impact and Resistance 
Goals vs. realities of 
reforms 
Rise of the working class 
Suffrage movements 
Presidential perspective: 
TR, Taft and Wilson 

Quizzes, 
Chapter Test & 
Progressive Reform 
(03B) DBQ 

Chapter 22-American 
Nation, Women and 
Progressives primary 
sources, PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work based on TR-era 
Conservation & 
summer reading 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.A.6.a 
6.1.12.A.5.b 
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America on the World 
Stage 
Roosevelt corollary 
Imperialism in the late 19th 
C 
“White Man’s Burden” 
Spanish-American War 
America as a fledgling 
world power 

Quizzes, 
Chapter Test and  
Essays 

Chapter 22-American 
Nation, primary 
sources,  & the 
multimedia activity re 
Spanish Am War from 
historicalthinkingmatters.org  

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.D.6.b 

Resistance to 
Imperialism 
Causes 
Guam and the Philippines 
Cuba and Puerto Rico 
The World’s reaction 
“Big Stick” diplomacy 

Quizzes, 
Chapter Test and  
Essays 

Chapter 22-American 
Nation, primary 
sources, PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.D.6.b 

 
*Additional lessons and resources can be found on the department’s US2 LiveBinder, http://livebinders.com/play/present?id=26624  
 
Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will be exposed to different lessons concerning imperialism based on student interests. Each group will focus on one of the Stanford 
Imperialism unit lessons and report out their findings to the entire class. Here are the topics that cover the Spanish-American War and the War in 
the Philippines: The lessons approach historical inquiry from different angles: one asks students to contrast newspaper accounts of the explosion 
of the Maine, while a more elaborate inquiry lesson delves into the causes of the Spanish-American War.  In a third lesson, students examine pro- 
and anti-imperialism political cartoons of the period.  Finally, students are asked to interpret some of the brutal actions that took place in the 
Philippines. http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/33. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
Referring to the Declaration of Independence students will determine whether the document’s promise, “all men are created equal” was true in 
turn of the century America. Since many Americans were disenfranchised based on race, gender, and ethnicity, students will discuss how 
“American” was this occurrence? OR, students can use the building of the Panama Canal to explore racial prejudices. Based on the PBS film The 
Panama Canal, students will focus on the following: What was the "Panama Man," and how were advertising and marketing techniques employed 
to recruit workers? From what countries were most unskilled laborers who worked on the canal project recruited? Which workers were paid in 
gold? Who was paid in silver? What were the consequences of being a "gold worker" versus being a "silver worker"? Compare this system 
(described in Chapter 5 of the film) to segregation as it existed in the U.S. in the early part of the 20th century. (Read the article on The Workers 
and browse the photo gallery on the workers.) http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/panama/player/  
 
21st Century Skills 
Information Literacy: Using the ABC Clio History Through Daily Life Database, students will answer the following question: What was life like 
for Americans during the turn of the century. They will choose 4 different social classes and urban and rural life. 
(For a NJ perspective, see http://njhistorypartnership.org/home_page.html )
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Unit II: The First World War and the Roaring Twenties 
Chapters 24-25 
 
Essential Question: Even though the United States was promoting itself as a world power, why was it so reluctant to become involved in 
WWI? How did the First World War change America? Why was the zeitgeist of the 1920s in the United States? 
 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
 
• Explain the rivalries that existed in Europe before WWI 
• Identify the Allied and non-Allied nations on a map 
• Evaluate long term and short term causes of WWI 
• Evaluate why the conflict developed in the world first world conflict 
• Analyze the major causes for why the U.S. was reluctant to become involved in WWI 
• Describe the impact of the 1912 and 1916 presidential elections and how they shaped American foreign policy 
• Assess the presidency of Woodrow Wilson 
• Understand the importance of the significance of propaganda. 
• Evaluate the reasons for how America changed as a result of its involvement in WWI 
• Analyze how WWI was a “modern war” 
• Know the important role that the United States played in the outcome of WWI 
• Analyze the value of the “Fourteen Points” 
• Understand the shortcomings of the Versailles Treaty 
• Assess the economic, social and cultural effects of WWI on the United States 
• Analyze the demand for prohibition 
• Understand why the U.S. fear immigrants in the postwar era 
• Know what measures the U.S. government took to reduce immigration 
• Describe how American values and lifestyles had changed in the 1920s 
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Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
WWI 
Causes 
American neutrality 
Woodrow Wilson’s aims 
Zimmerman Note and the 
Lusitania 
Mass mobilization 
Propaganda 
Role of Women 
 

Chapter 24 Test, 
quizzes, map of WWI 
and essays  
 

Primary Sources, text, 
PowerPoints 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board 

6.1.12.A.7.a 
6.1.12.A.7.b  

Waging Peace 
Treaty of Versailles and 
the “Fourteen Points” 
Effects on the United 
States 

 

Chapter 24 Test, 
quizzes, map of WWI 
and essays  
 

ABC-CLIO and other 
MLHS Media Center  
databases 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.A.7.c 
6.1.12.D.7.a 
 

1920s 
Rise in isolationism 
KKK 
Anti-Immigration 
Red Scare 
“The Jazz Age” 
Prohibition 

Chapter 25 Test, 
quizzes and essay 
 

Primary Sources, text, 
PowerPoints 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.A.8.a 
6.1.12.A.8.b 
6.1.12.C.8.b 

“Before the Fall” 
Reasons: 
Harding, Coolidge 
and Hoover 
Overproduction of 
consumer goods 
Lack of SEC 
Overspeculation 
Collapse of the Stock 
market 

Chapter 25 Test, 
quizzes and essay 
 

Primary Sources, text, 
PowerPoints 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.A.9.a 
6.1.12.B.9.a 
6.1.12.C.9.b 

 
 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities: Students will evaluate whether the Scopes trial was more complicated than a simple debate between 
evolutionists and creationists. This will be accomplished by using the Historical Thinking Matters website , 10 Days that Changed America film, 
and/or the Stanford website (see http://historicalthinkingmatters.org//scopestrial/ & http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/35 ). Students will then relate 
this historical event to cultural issues of today. 
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Ethical Decision Making/Character Education: Students will decide whether or not the United States was justified entering the First World 
War. Students will decide whether it was ethical for the United States to become isolationist after WWI. Plus, students can debate whether those 
who criticized U.S. involvement in World War I were anti-American. (http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/35) Finally, students can evaluate whether 
governmental use of propaganda is ever ethical. 
 
21st Century Skills:  
Students will take the role of an immigrant wanted to gain access to the United States after WWI. They will assess the ethicacy of American 
immigration legislation from a personal perspective. Students will access Ellis Island website looking for evidence of what it was like to be an 
immigrant coming to the United States in the early 20th Century and how that compares to immigrants’ experiences today. 
 
 
 
Unit III: The Great Depression and The Second World War Ch. 26-27 
 
Essential Questions: How did the Great Depression affect the lives of Americans? How are the economic problems faced by 
Americans in the 1930s and 2010s similar and different? How were American justifications for declaring war different between the 
First World War and Second World War? What purpose does government serve? What do Americans owe each other? Is the 
American economy “fair”? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Identify the failings of American economic system by the late 1920s 
• Evaluate the level of government intervention initially by the government 
• Evaluate the impact of the Depression on Americans  
• Assess the importance historically of the election of 1932 
• Understand the nature of FDR’s approach to government 
• Evaluate the ideals of the New Deal in the 1930s 
• Know the economic concepts behind the New Deal 
• Know the principles of fascism and its impact on Europe in the 1930s 
• Define the reasons for American involvement in WWII 
• Examine the precedents set by United States during the war: both domestically and at the front 
• Describe the course of events in the European and Pacific theaters during the war 
• Describe the economic and political impact of the war effort in the United States 
• Evaluate the Presidency of FDR 
• Understand the importance of the D-Day invasion 
• Define and explain the importance of the U.S. decision to use nuclear weapons 
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Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

The Great 
Depression 
Government 
intervention 
Election of 1932 
The New Deal 
Impact of the 
Depression on the 
lives of Americans 

Ch. 26 Test, quizzes, & 
the FDR & Depression 
(03A) DBQ 

Ch. 26 The American 
Nation, primary and 
secondary sources 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group work 
focusing on Social 
Security from 
historicalthinkingmatters.org  

First Class 
workspace,  Power 
Point & Smart board 

6.1.12.D.9.a 
6.1.12.D.9.b 
6.1.12.A.10.a 
6.1.12.A.10.b 
6.1.12.A.10.c 
6.1.12.D.10.a 
6.1.12.B.10.a 

Origins of Conflict 
Rise of Fascism 
Italy 
Germany 
Reasons for American 
involvement 

Chapter 27 test Databases Lecture and class 
discussion, Group work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board 

6.1.12.D.7.b 

The Homefront 
How life changed 
Economic hardships 
Mass mobilization 
and propaganda in the 
US 
 

Chapter 27 test Ch. 26 The American 
Nation, primary and 
secondary sources 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group work 

First Class 
workspace,  Power 
Point & Smart board 

6.1.12.D.11.b 
6.1.12.C.11.a 

The European 
Theatre 
Strategy and 
implementation 
Significant battles 
How the war was won 
D-Day and America’s 
involvement in 
victory 

 Ch. 26 The American 
Nation, primary and 
secondary sources 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group work 

First Class 
workspace,  Power 
Point & Smart board 

6.1.12.D.11.a 
6.1.12.C.11.a 

Pacific Theatre 
Pearl Harbor 
Strategy in the Pacific 
versus in Europe 
Japanese mentality 
Decision to drop the 
bomb 

Quizzes, essay and 
chapter test 

Ch. 26 The American 
Nation, primary and 
secondary sources 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group work 

First Class 
workspace,  Power 
Point & Smart board 

6.1.12.D.11.a 
6.1.12.C.11.a 
6.1.12.D.11.a 
6.1.12.D.11.b 
6.1.12.D.11.c 
6.1.12.A.11.d 
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Differentiated Learning Activities: Students will interview someone in the community/they know personally about their recollections about the 
era of the 1930s or 1940s. This oral history project should be a fun learning activity for students. Make sure to include Mountain Lakes history 
from the centennial WWII homefront DBQ http://blogs.mtlakes.org/centennialwalk/ml100-newsletters/   
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education:  Students will write a reaction to the decision as to whether or not it was ethical for the United 
States to use nuclear weapons to end the Second World War. See Stanford lesson http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/39 and The American 
Experience website, How Should the President End a War? http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/presidents/2008/#q10 and Lerner’s 
http://www.learner.org/biographyofamerica/prog23/index.html (plus http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/bombing/ ). 
 
21st Century Skills:  
Students will research how various ethnic Americans (Germans, Italians and Japanese) dealt with living in the United States as new immigrants. It 
is often overlooked that these new immigrants had a difficult time living in a nation that was at war with their former states. This also ties into 
another concept for the course: the immigrant experience in the United States.  
 
 
Unit IV: The Cold War and Domestic Conflict: 1945-1961 Chapter 28 
 
Essential Question: What factors enabled the United States to grow politically and economically in the years after the 
Second World War? How did that change Americans perception of the larger world? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Assess the historical impact of the victory after WWII 
• Analyze the growth of the American economy after WWII 
• Analyze American foreign policy from 1945-1961 
• Understand the causes for the immediate development of the Cold War 
• Evaluate what the Cold War era entailed for average Americans 
• Define the new Red Scare and McCarthyism as seen in the 1950s 
• Understand social changes seen after WWII, such as the “baby boom” 
• Examine the impact of Cold War politics on the world beyond the United States 
• Describe the social problems in the postwar era 
• Evaluate the presidencies of Harry Truman and Dwight Eisenhower 
• Analyze the change in the relationship between the United States and the Soviet Union between 1945-1961 
• Define the reasons for the dire need for an American space program  
• Evaluate the impact of technological advancement upon the economic and social development of the nation 
• Examine the evangelical movements seen in the 1950s such as Billy Graham  
• Define the early stages of the civil rights movement 
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Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Post war Era 
American prosperity 
New role as the world 
power 
Economic and social 
changes 
Baby Boom 

Chapter 28 test, quizzes, 
essays and the MIDTERM 

Text, primary and 
secondary resources 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board 

6.1.12.A.12.a 
6.1.12.A.12.b 
6.1.12.A.12.c 
 

Origins of the Cold War 
The Alliance Ends 
Definition and Concepts of 
the Cold War 
The Death of Stalin 
 

Chapter 28 test, quizzes, 
essays and the MIDTERM 

Text, primary and 
secondary resources 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.A.12.a 
6.1.12.A.12.b 
6.1.12.A.12.c 
 

US foreign policy 
• Containment policy 

under Kennan 
• Korean War 
• Soviet bloc life under 

the Soviets 

Chapter 28 test, quizzes, 
Truman & Cold War 
(06B) DBQ and the 
MIDTERM 

Text, primary and 
secondary resources 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board 

6.1.12.A.12.a 
6.1.12.A.12.b 
6.1.12.A.12.c 
 

• Life in the 1950s 
• McCarthyism & Cold 

War Fears (01A) 
• Rock and Roll 
• 1950s Conformity 
• Levittown & 

Suburbanization 

Chapter 28 test, quizzes, 
essays and the MIDTERM 

Text, primary and 
secondary resources 
PowerPoints including 
the Standford unit 12 
materials 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board 

6.1.12.D.12.b 

Domestic Politics 
• Truman 
•  Strikes and Unionism 
• Eisenhower Politics; 
• Start of the Civil 

Rights movement 
• Brown v, B.O.E. 
• 1960 presidential 

election 

Chapter 28 test, quizzes, 
essays and the MIDTERM 

Text, primary and 
secondary resources 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.B.13.a 
6.1.12.B.13.b 
6.1.12.C.13.b 

 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities: Students will do an oral history project. They will create questions for an interview and then conduct an 
interview of someone who experienced changes in American society during the 1950s. This may range from a returning vet who was allowed the 
opportunity to go to college or some one who was born during the Baby boom. 
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Ethical Decision Making/Character Education: American was not as perfect as it has sometimes been portrayed in the 1950s. Why do social 
problems and the lives of Americans labeled as “others” always to be overlooked by survey histories of life in the 1950? Also students will 
examine why the Montgomery Bus Boycott succeeded. http://sheg.stanford.edu/?q=node/43  
 
21st Century Skills:  
Students will do iMovie films about life in the 1950s. They will range from sports, pop culture, music, lifestyles and technology of the era. Also 
make use of http://www.facinghistory.org/resources/collections/civilrights for Civil Rights resources. 
 
 
 
 
Unit V: The Cold War between 1961-1989 
 
Essential Question: How did the Cold War era change in the subsequent decades after its early stages in the 1950s? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 

• Define changes seen in America under the Kennedy presidency 
• Describe the importance of the goals of the “New Frontier” 
• Compare and contrast theories regarding the Kennedy assassination 
• Describe the goals of LBJ and the “Great Society” 
• Evaluate the policies of Kennedy versus Johnson 
• Describe causes for the escalation of the Vietnam conflict 
• Assess the impact of American involvement in Vietnam 
• Define the elements of counterculture as seen in the 1960s 
• Understand the economic and political importance American involvement in Vietnam 
• Evaluate the reasons why the election of 1968 was pivotal in American history 
• Describe the reasons for American loss in the Vietnam War 
• Analyze the worth of American involvement in the Vietnam War 
• Define how American life changed in the decade of the 1970s 
• Describe the changes in American foreign policy seen under Reagan 
• Evaluate changes in social policies domestically in the United States in the 1980s 
• Define the reasons for the collapse of the Soviet Union 
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Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
1960s 
• Kennedy 

Administration 
• “New Frontier” 
• November 22, 

1963 
• LBJ & the Great 

Society 

Test: Ch. 29 & 30, 
quizzes, LBJ Era (07B) 
DBQ 
 

Text: Ch. 29 & 30, 
Primary Sources, 
PowerPoints; LBJ’s 
Great Society  

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board 

6.1.12.A.13.b 
6.1.12.A.13.b 

Escalation in 
Vietnam 
• Why? 
• “non-conventional 

war” 
• Tet Offensive 
 

Test: Ch. 29 & 30, 
quizzes, Vietnam 
Reaction (08A) DBQ 

Text: Ch. 29 & 30, 
Primary Sources 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.D.12.d 
6.1.12.D.12.e 

1968 
• DNC 
• 60s Radicalism; 
• Presidential 

election 
• Nixon victory 

Test: Ch. 29 & 30, 
quizzes, essays 

Text: Ch. 29 & 30, 
Primary Sources 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.D.12.e 
 

1970s and 1980s 
OPEC crisis 
Loss of Vietnam 
Watergate 
Ford and Carter 
Reagan administration 
“Evil Empire” 
Collapse of 
communism 

Test: Ch. 29 & 30, 
quizzes, essays 

Text: Ch. 29 & 30, 
Primary Sources 
PowerPoints 
Nixon Administration 
(11A) DBQ 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board 

6.1.12.A.12.a 
6.1.12.A.12.c 
6.1.12.A.15.a 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will be exposed to different lessons concerning imperialism based on student interests. Each group will focus on one of the Stanford Cold 
War unit lessons and report out their findings to the entire class. Here are the topics that are covered: students compare speeches by JFK and John 
Lewis regarding the Civil Rights Act of 1964; in the Women in the 1950s lesson plan, students use secondary sources and popular images to 
explore whether "the happy housewife" was reality or perception; and finally, students will encounter opposing views on whether the Great 
Society was successful, and what led many Americans came to oppose the Vietnam War.  
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
How should the United States’ involvement in the Vietnam War be remembered? Students should consider the roles played by various groups: 
veterans, the government and American civilians. Plus students will debate whether it is ethical to censor war information. 
http://www.pbs.org/ktca/americanphotography/teachersguide/war_parent.html 
 
21st Century Skills:  Communication 
Should the United States police the world? Students will use the Cold War events from this unit (and the film clips from the American Experience 
website,  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/presidents/2008/#q03) to prepare for a formal class debate in which it is expected that current events be 
added for context as well.  
 
 
 
 
Unit VI: Changes in Domestic Politics: Liberalism and Conservatism-1961-2010 Ch. 29 
 
Essential Question : How and why have there been such significant shifts in American political perspectives in the last 50 years? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 

• Explain the ideals of conservatism and liberalism 
• Describe the historical background of the perspectives in American history 
• Explain why there was a shift in domestic policies in the period after 1945 
• Explain the reasons individuals supported various ideologies 
• Understand the presidential significance of the ideologies 
• Evaluate the need for change to adapt to current political and domestic policies 
• Define the domestic challenges faced by the United States since 1945 
• Evaluate the role government has made in steering public policy 
• Understand the difficulties faced by the office of the president in decision making processes 
• Analyze the positive and negative effects of changing public policy 
• Define the changing status of women in the last fifty years 
• Define the gains of equal of women in the past fifty years and their impact on American politics 
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Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
1960s 
• The Affluent 

Society 
• The New Left & 

Counter Culture; 
• “The Generation 

Gap” 
• Women in the 

United States 

Unit Test, quizzes and 
essays 
Group Project 

Chapter 29 & 30, 
primary sources, 
PowerPoints 
60s Liberation 
Movements resources 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.A.14.f 
6.1.12.A.14.d 
6.1.12.D.13.f 

1970s 
• N.O.W. 
• The New Right 
• “The Permissive 

Society” 
• “Latchkey kids” 
• Divorce rates 

Unit Test, quizzes and 
essays 
Group Project 

Chapter 29 & 30, 
primary sources, 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board 

6.1.12.D.13.f 
6.1.12.C.14.c 
 

1980s 
• Reaganomics 
• “Guns or butter” 
• “The Big 80s” 
• Deregulation 

Unit Test, quizzes and 
essays 
Group Project 

Chapter 29 & 30, 
primary sources, 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.C.14.a 
6.1.12.C.14.b 
6.1.12.C.14.c 

1990s and 2000s 
• GHW Bush 
• Deficit spending 
• Clinton 
• Middle of the road 

politics 
• Bush and Cheney 
The Election of 2000 
• Gore v. U.S. 
• September 11th 
 

Unit Test, quizzes and 
essays 
Group Project 

Chapter 29 & 30, 
primary sources, 
PowerPoints; Bin Laden 
lessons 
http://crfblog.org/?p=2839  

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board 

6.1.12.D.15.a 
6.1.12.C.15.a 
6.1.12.D.15.c 
6.1.12.D.15.d 
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Differentiated Learning Activities: 
Students will research what they believe was the most important 20th century innovation.  Students can focus on technological innovations (e.g. 
microchips), innovations with huge societal impacts (e.g. the pill http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/pill/), economic trailblazers (e.g. Malcolm 
McLean & his shipping containers), or 20th-century trends (e.g. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/theymadeamerica/tguide/s1_guide.html ).  
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education: 
Students will discuss whether or not younger generations should take advice from older experienced generations or seek their own path 
 
21st Century Skills: Collaboration 
Student groups will gather, map, and analyze data from the past four census reports in order to trace and overlay designated variables to detect and 
interpret any patterns, and share results with classmates. The groups will focus on migration, political electoral patterns, and human-environment 
interactions. 
 
 
 
Unit VII: American Foreign Policy since the end of the Cold War (1989-2011) 
 
Essential Question: How as the United States’ role as a world power changed since the end of communism? What role 
will the United States play in future world affairs? How has the United States foreign policy changed since c.1900? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 

• Understand the new relationship between the former Soviet Union and the United States in the post Cold War era 
• Evaluate the policies of the United States in regards to former Soviet republics 
• Understand how the world economy has impacted the United States 
• Analyze the impact of global market on Americans 
• Understand the modern conflict in the Middle East 
• Evaluate the United States impact on try to promote peace in the Middle East 
• Evaluate the causation for the events of September 11th 
• Understand the significance of global terrorism and its impact on the United States 
• Define how the attacks of 9/11 have drastically impacted American foreign and domestic policy 
• Analyze the reason for American involvement in Afghanistan and Iraq 
• Analyze how the lives of Americans have changed since 9/11 
• Evaluate America’s role as “policeman of the world” and America’s reputation around the world 
• Define impact of new technologies on Americans in the 2000s such as the Internet, computer and cellular phones 
• Define “global village” and how globalization has impacted the lives of Americans  
• Describe how technology has changed the lives of Americans in just the past ten or twenty years 
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Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

1990s 
Post Communist era 
The Gulf War 
Al Qaeda 
 

Chapter test, reading 
quizzes and essays 

Chapter 30, databases, 
Workspace, 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, Video 

6.1.12.C.15.a 
6.1.12.D.15.a 
6.1.12.D.15.c 
6.1.12.D.15.d 

Globalization and its 
Ramifications 

• Definition and 
Origins 

• Global Village 
• IMF 
• Interconnection 

of the world 
economy 

• “Globalization” 

Chapter test, reading 
quizzes and essays 

Chapter 30, databases, 
Workspace, 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.A.15.a 
6.1.12.A.15.b 
6.1.12.A.15.c 
6.1.12.A.15.d 
6.1.12.A.15.e 
6.1.12.A.15.f 

September 11th  
How it Changed America 
irrevocably 

Chapter test, reading 
quizzes and essays 

Chapter 30, databases, 
Workspace, 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.D.15.a 
6.1.12.A.15.b 
6.1.12.D.15.c 
6.1.12.D.15.d 

Foreign Wars 
• Afghanistan 
• Iraq 
• Trial of Saddam 

Hussein  

Chapter test, reading 
quizzes and essays 

Chapter 30, databases, 
Workspace, 
PowerPoints 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, Video 

6.1.12.D.15.a 
6.1.12.D.15.c 
6.1.12.D.15.d 

Future 
• Role of the 

United States 
• Global Terrorism 
• Role of 

technology 
 

Chapter test, reading 
quizzes and essays 

Chapter 30, databases, 
Workspace, 
PowerPoints  

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.D.15.d 
6.1.12.D.16.b 
6.1.12.D.16.c 
 

 
 
 
 
Differentiated Learning Activities: 
Students will work on group research presentations on the changing role of technology over the past 20 years. Students will focus on how 
technology has changed and it is constant evolution. Students may want to focus on the evolution of biological weapons: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/weapon/  
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Ethical Decision Making/Character Education: 
How should America deal collectively with the legacy of the events of September 11th? How can the United States fight a war against terrorism 
even though it is stateless? In addition, students can debate post-9/11 policies that also apply important information literacy skills. For example, 
students can examine court cases, such as John Doe v. Alberto Gonzales, and others related to information access. Students can prepare a 
summary description of restrictions to information access imposed on minors and government access to private information. For more lesson 
regarding 9/11, check the NJ curriculum, LEARNING FROM THE CHALLENGES OF OUR TIMES: Global Security, Terrorism, and 9/11 in the 
Classroom, A New Curricular Initiative for Students in Grades K-12, found at http://www.state.nj.us/education/holocaust/911/curriculum/ . 
 
21st Century Skills: ICT Literacy 
This lesson is based one from the Partnership of 21st Century Skills Geography Map. That will allow students to apply technology to an 
understanding of American philanthropic and military excursions like Somalia, Kosovo & Libya and times when we did not (Bosnia, Rwanda & 
Darfur). In this activity, students will use technology as a tool to organize and communicate information, and demonstrates understanding of the 
ethical/legal issues surrounding the access and use of information. Students organize an electronic forum that includes a network of students in 
other communities to evaluate the humanitarian response to a natural disaster or conflict. They apply ethical standards in the collection of 
information regarding the geographical context of the event and the people involved and validate the digital data by cross referencing sources. 
Digital maps and images and on-site information accessible through electronic contacts with relief agencies and individuals are used to ascertain 
the practical and legal aspects for providing assistance to people affected by the event. TECHNOLOGY USE: World Wide Web geographical 
data, digital news reports, scientific information regarding natural events and news releases regarding conflict; web sites for relief agencies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


